
General Studies, AS 1

GENERAL STUDIES, AS
Program code: GNST-AS

Location: Asnuntuck, Capital, Gateway, Housatonic, Manchester, 
Middlesex, Naugatuck Valley, Northwestern, Norwalk, Quinebaug Valley, 
Three Rivers, Tunxis

Program Description
General Studies is a program designed for students who seek an 
associate degree for personal growth and/or career advancement. 
The General Studies Program provides students flexibility in degree 
completion and maximizes the number of credits that are transferred to 
Connecticut State Community College. While not intended for transfer, it 
can be used for the purpose of transfer with focused advising. However, 
students interested in transferring to a bachelor’s degree-granting 
program should consider one of the Liberal Arts and Science associate 
degrees, which are designed to satisfy transfer requirements at four-year 
institutions.

This program is designed to ensure that students develop strong 
communication skills, increase literacy and math skills, develop critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills in the sciences, social sciences, and 
the arts and humanities. General Studies students gain foundational 
knowledge in a variety of academic disciplines. The General Studies 
degree program is designed to give students the opportunity to explore 
knowledge from multiple perspectives. Students are challenged 
to become intellectually curious, aesthetically aware, and critically 
perceptive. The program gives students the flexibility to adapt to the 
changing needs of the workplace and the foundation necessary for 
lifelong learning and personal growth.

The general education and career education curricula are dynamic and 
interactive components. They enrich each other by helping students to 
make career choices in keeping with their understanding of themselves 
and their world. Together, they provide the skills and perspectives that 
make possible the dignity of work and social contribution. They cultivate 
a framework of meaning, value, ethical purpose, and commitment that 
enriches every aspect of life. They foster an attitude of critical inquiry, 
curiosity, openness and wonder that enables a spirit of lifelong learning.

Program Learning Outcomes
1. Demonstrate college-level literacy and communication skills across 

disciplines.
2. Demonstrate college-level quantitative reasoning skills.
3. Demonstrate critical thinking and problem-solving skills across 

disciplines.
4. Demonstrate facility with current computer software applications 

used in college and the workforce.

Degree Requirements
Code Title Credits
General Education Courses
ENG 1010 Composition 3
MATH 1000 or above 1 3-4
Elective ARHX - Arts & Humanities Course 3-4
Elective SCRX - Scientific Reasoning Course or Elective SCKX - 
Scientific Knowledge Course

3-4

Elective HISX - Historical Knowledge Course 3
Elective ORAX - Oral Communication Course 3
CCS 1001 College and Career Success 3
Program Courses
Elective WRIX - Written Communication II Course 3
Arts & Humanities - Choose any two courses. from two different 
disciplines, from these different disciplines: ART, ARTH, COMM, 
HUM, ENG, MUS, PHL, THR, ARAB, ASL, CHNS, FREN, GERM, ITAL, 
JAPN, LATN, POLH, RUSN, SPAN 2

6-8

Social/Behavioral Science - any courses from ANTH, ECON, 
GEOG, POLS, PSY, SOC, or WGS

6

Science or Math Elective - any course from ASTR, BIO, CHEM, 
ENV, ERTH, GEOL, HORT, METR, OCEN, PHYS, SCI, or MATH

3-4

Technological Literacy Elective - any course from CIS, CSA or 
GRA, or other computer skills based course approved by program 
coordinator 3

3

Open Electives - courses 1000 level or above 18

Total Credits 60-66

1 MATH 1100 Quantitative Reasoning recommended
2 Or ESOL 1402 Integrated Skills IV: Low Advanced, ESOL 1502 

Integrated Skills V: High Advanced or ESOL 1512
3 Excluding GRA 2201 Illustration I and GRA 2202 Illustration II


